SBC  Exec.  Committee 
weighs  in  on  continuing 
Boy  Scouts  controversy 

J*WVU£  (BP)  —  The  Oath  and  law  they  pledge 
Soothers  Baptist  Conven-  to  uphold.’ 
tioo  (SBC)  Executive  Com-  The  EC,  the  resolution 
mittee  Tuesday  unanimous-  says,  expresses  -its  deep  dis- 
7.  |?t»ed  a  resolution  that  may  ind  disappointment  at 
criticixes  the  Boy  Scouts  the  conduct  o^any  Boy  Scout 
°f.  ^BSA)  lead«-  leader  who  openly  or  sur- 

ship  for  tryin*  to  change  the  reptitioualy  bStsupport  for 
policy  on  bomoaomality,  their  proposal  to  reverse  the 

com 

mends  Southern  Baptists’ 

Royal  Ambassadors  rarem 

•irrespective'  of  what  the  lutlo_  t^  t°g  poll,c7  .th«  nca<> 

srjajaf^g 
sytswiasa  *-:.*aaasg!a 


unit  operations  completed 


HtOH  CURBS  -  Volunteers  with  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  piece 
blue  tarps  over  a  roof  damaged  by  the  Feb. 
10  tornado  that  damaged  or  destroyed  over 
800  homes  end  businesses  in  Lamar  and 
Forrest  counties.  (Special  photo  court ssy  of 
Don  Gann) 


ft 

p 

iwaJ 

WILLIAM  PERKINS 


«M«tl 


What  would  Jesus  say 


Understanding  the  risk 


n 

Pastor  takes  anti-pornography  campaign  to  SBC 


Hardcore 

Battle  plan 


■  It  is  affordable  and  in  many  cases  free. 

■  It  is  anonymous. 

■  It  is  addictive. 


B  Asked  by  the 

Florida  Baptist 
Witness  what 
success  in  the 
campaign  will 
look  like,  Den¬ 
nis  responded, 
“When  men 
are  more  pas¬ 
sionate  about 
purity  than 
they  are  about 
pleasure,  when 
churches  can 
openly  discuss 
this,  instead  of 
sweeping  it  under  the  rug." 

He  added,  "Success  will 
look  like  every  pastor  get¬ 
ting  up  and  saying,  ‘OK, 
here  U  the  pink  elephant  in 

the  room.”1 


Dennis  spoke  to  state  executives  and 
editors  at  the  invitation  of  John  Sulli¬ 
van,  executive  director  of  the  Florida 
Baptist  Convention.  He  surveyed  the 

u _ li.  a _ l  •- 


'There  was  a  spirit  of  revival  that 
broke  out  among  our  men  and  this  was 
the  beginning  of  a  journey  that  contin¬ 
ues  to  affect  positively  the  men,  mar¬ 
riages  aigd  families  of  our  church.' 


effort  he  began  in  his  church  in  2009 

that  has  become  the  _ 

Join  1  Million  Men  I  •  •  > 

movement  to  lx-  fea  Ki :#&-■/,’ y:x' 
tured  at  the  South- 
.  rn  Baptist  1‘onven- 

tion  this  vear  WSBSKR&BSkSl 


WMU,  ERLC  teaming 

The  national  campaign 
will  be  unveiled  in  June 
during  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention's  annual 
meeting  in  Houston,  with 
Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  and  the  Ethics  & 
Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  (ERLC)  collaborating 
to  provide  exhibit  space  ana 
other  promotion. 

New  Hope  Publishers, 
WMU's  publishing  arm,  will 
publish  in  April  two  books 


***5*3  h 


faced  in  the  last  three  years.  -rwis  ,  wjnnable  war  but  we  To  date>  l>3°°  men  have  s'Pned 

ble  to  find  resources  written  ,  auicklv  '  he  said  commitment  cards  that  have  been 

he  perspective  of  a  senior  pas-  must  ,ct  very  qu,cUy'  he  -xisted  to  a  wall  and  tower  prominent- 

On#  million  m«B,  woman  tegZS&SSSftSZ- 

nd  write  his  own  materials.  Dennis  said  the  God-sized  project  ments  the  men  affirm, 

nis  told  the  state  executives  and  of  creating  a  campaign  for  churches  Dennis  said  he  has  urged  even  men 
1  that  too  many  pastors  are  “out  of  all  sizes  and  denominations  seeks  who  say  they  do  not  struggle  with  por¬ 
ch,”  believing  that  pornography  to  involve  at  least  one  million  men  to  nograpny  to  make  the  commitment  as 
only  a  small  percentage  in  their  take  a  public  stand  against  pomogra-  encouragement  to  those  who  do  and 
gations.  He  cited  a  2011  LifeWay  phy  and  one  million  women  praying  to  "draw  a  line  in  the  sand...  to  never 
ch  survey  of  1,000  pastors  that  for  men.  ,  _  .  .  go  there." 

62%  of  pastors  believe  less  than  The  campaign  is  geared  to  Christian  "The  wall  has  become  an  opportu- 

f  men  in  their  churches  viewed  men,  he  said,  because  only  through  nity  for  our  church  to  discuss  this  very 
traphy  on  a  weekly  basis.  Dennis  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  can  men  sensitive  issue,"  he  said.  "The  door 
s  the  figure  is  more  like  80%.  overcome  struggles  with  pornography,  has  been  opened  to  publicly  demon- 

Convinced  he  needed  to  address  the  strate  our  men's  passion  for  purity." 

.  .  .  .  problem  in  his  church,  Dennis  said 

Of  denial  he  attended  the  Institute  for  Sexual  a 

it  churches,  he  said,  respond  to  Wholenesr  in  Atlanta  where  he  earned  WCUOH  steps 

oblem  of  pornography  by  deny-  a  certification  in  sexual  addictions.  Dennis  outlined  action  steps  to 
reality  while  others  are  aware  He  wrote  the  initial  materials  and  "win  the  battle  of  pornography  in  the 
problem  but  are  not  specifically  taught  them  to  his  men  in  the  spring  pew,"  including:' 
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you  would  mend  your  life  with  in  marriage 
It  is  probably  easier  to  have  regrets  about 
those  decisions  than  it  is  be  honest  with 
yourself  as  to  how  you  came  to  make  those 

decisions.  In  fact,  it  is  so  much  so  that  you 
can  spend  more  time  and  waste  a  great 
deal  of  life  and  energy  thinking  about  what 
could  have,  would  have,  or  shtxdd  have 
been  when  if  you  had  been  riven  the  same 
pieces  of  information,  it  might  have  been 
identically  the  same. 


s  a  minister/pastor  I  have  had  the 
honor  of  being  with  individuals  and 
urithfamibesastheirlovedonede- 
J  this  hfe  to  be  with  the  Lord.  My  very 


day  in  your  life  and  in  mine.  We  can  make 
decisions  that  make  a  difference  right  now. 
The  derisions  can  make  a  difference  in  how 
we  will  live  this  day  and  how  we  will  em¬ 
brace  and  enjoy  the  day  that  God  has  given 
to  us.  While  Jesus  was  dying  on  the  cross, 
there  was  a  man  on  either  side  of  Him 


3.1  wish  rd  had  the  courage  to 


at  life  with  a  critical,  complaining  eye  and 
criticized  Jesus.  For  if  He  truly  was  the  Son 
of  God,  He  could  do  some  magic.  He  could 
get  down,  and  then  He  could  help  these 
guys.  The  other  man  with  a  different  frame 
of  mind  and  with  a  trusting  view  looked 


only  his  wife  and  the  youn&  inexperienced 
ana  unseasoned  pastor  were  there.  Attire 
time,  I  treated  it  with  great 
respect  knowing  that  tne  hr 


■  .  ■  .  siofis  uiar  nave  Deen  inaur  anu  rcpeuieu 
iXT  along  life's  way.  At  other  times,  tire  regrets 

are  just  the  result  of  wishing  that  life  could 
have  been  different  or  better. 

___  Recently,  I  was  reading  an  article  written 

^  Tjjg  about  Bronnie  Ware,  a  nurse  from  Austra- 

oono.  iia  who  had  worked  with  so  many  people 

■  last  in  the  (tying  stages  of  life.  The  article  was 

jyof  discussing  her  findings  and  what  she  wrote 

- - - ^.ers,it  is  down  about  the  five  top  regrets  that  she  > 

still  not  uncommon  for  someone  to  be  able  had  heard  expressed  by  people  at  the  end  of 
to  converse  shortly  before  leaving.  When  We.  Bascally,  they  were  those  th,  no  that 

life  becomes  so  short  and  so  compacted.  tbey  wished  they  had  done  differently, 

your  focus  becomes  incredibly  sharmlf  1. 1  ^  that  I  had  lived  a  Ifc  true  to 

you  were  looking  bade  over  the  totanty  of 
your  life  in  life’s  hist  moments,  what  would 
you  change?  What  would  you  do?  What 
would  you  not  have  done? 

As  you  and  I  quickly  move  toward 
Faster  and  remember  the  death  of  our 
Lord  on  the  cross.  Hi*  burial,  and  then  Hi* 


a.!  wish!  had  not  worked  so  hard. 
According  to  the  nurse,  many  men  had 
this  regret  for  they  had  poured  their  Ijfe 
into  their  work  at  the  neglect  cf  virtually 

everything  rise. 


Use  of  morning-after  abortion 
drugs  steadily  increases  in  U.S 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Almost  one  in  nine  are  sold  under  the  names  Plap  B,  ella  a 
young  women  who  are  sexually  active  have  Preven,  claim  they  are  merely  contracept 
used  the  morning-after  pill,  nearly  three  times  drugs  that  delay  or  prevent  ovulation  so  1 
the  rate  that  used  it  11  years  ago,  according  to  egg  is  never  fertilized,  but  pro-lifers  note  tl 
a  federal  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  and  Prevention  study 
released  Feb.  14. 

The  study,  which  evaluated 
women  between  the  axes  of  15 
and  44,  found  that  5.8  million 
women  —  lift  —  used  the  morn¬ 
ing-after  pill  between  2006  and 
2010,  compared  to  four  percent 
in  2002.  For  women  between 
20  and  24,  the  rate  was  even 
higher:  one  in  four  women  who 
had  ever  had  sex  used  the  drug 
at  some  point. 

The  increased  popularity  of 
the  drug  stems  in  part  from 


implanting,  which  makes  it  an 
abortifacient  drug. 

The  effectiveness  of  the 
morning-after  pill  also  has 
been  called  into  question.  Re¬ 
searchers  who  demanded  mak¬ 
ing  it  non-prescription  found 
in  2007  that  the  pill  does  not 
reduce  either  abortion  or  preg¬ 
nancy  rates. 

"No  study  has  shown  that 
increased  access  to  this  meth¬ 
od  reduces  unintended  preg¬ 
nancy  or  abortion  rates  on  a 
population  level,"  the  authors 
wrote.  They  also  said  the  drug's 


The  study,  which 
evaluated  women 
between  the  ages 
of  15  and  44, 
found  that  5.8 


11%  —  used  the 
morning-after  pill 
between  2006  and 


the  age  limit  for  the  over-the-  effectiveness  may  be  "substan- 

counter  sales.  Women  over  Centers  for  Httnt  tially"  overstated. 

17  do  not  need  a  prescription  Control  and  Americans  United  for  Life 

to  buy  the  morning-after  pill,  Pravomtton  study  (AUL)  attorney  Anna  Fran- 

but  must  request  it  from  roloasad  Fob.  14  zonello  said  in  a  statement 

a  pharmacy.  that  the  increase  in  use  shows 

Under  U.S.  President  many  women  don’t  know  what 

Obama’s  health  care  re-  the  drugs  really  do.  "AUL's 

form,  employers  will  be  required  to  cov-  concern  that  life-ending  drugs  are  being  de¬ 
er  birth  control  including  morning-after  ceptively  labeled  as  'contraception'  has  only 
pills,  which  likely  will  increase  their  use  in  increased  since  the  period  that  the  CDC  s 
the  future.  national  Center  for  Health  Services  (NCHS) 

Supporters  of  morning-after  pills,  which  study  examined." 


MSA  udio  LLC 

Design  A  Integration  ol  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Hooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 

rnn.  CJmtnn.  MS  IQfWI  Fnc  AO  1-924. ?XM> 


W  BIBLE  & 

|  EVANGELISM 
\T|  CONFERENCE 

I  ©GOVERNMENT 
lssX.1  STREET  BAPTIST 

SHARING  THE  340 1  GOVERNMENT 

TRUTH  I  BLVD..  MOBILE.  AL 

JOHN  14.6  MARCH  2013 

S«MDAV  tO,OAM/S,OOew  AMD  HONDAY-TtKBtSDAV  fcOOTM 

SUN  AM  -  JOHN  SULLIVAN 
SUN  PM  OLE  MISS  FOOTBALL  COACH  HUGH  FREEZE 
MON  -  EMIR  CANES  TUE  -  TOMMY  GREEN 
WED  -  JUNIOR  MILL  AND  DON  WILTON 
THURSDAY  -  DOB  PITMAN 

SPONSORED  CHODUNT  MUSIC  BY 

BY  PROGRAM  EACH  pHIL  WILLIS 

MOBILE  BAPT  _  EVENING  BY  *  soNS  OF 

—  PE*,^^sEAD'  «■«*"« 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL 
(251)  660-7444  OR  VISIT. 
WWWJAMESMESSER.COM 


4 


February  28.2013  The  Baptist  Record 


Same  sex  marriage  moving  forward  in  three  statehouses 

■ln_l!,ll=I  ILy.  ?***  ;***  ~T~  <”1*»  _ .  . . _ ,  _  said  he  believed  the  bill  will 

If""**  °*  m*™*e-  ■*-  ^ome  make  the  absurd  argument  that  since  pass  Us  chamber,  although  he 

legislative  bodies  in  two  States  "We  are  one  steii  doser  to  fimfcl  M  by  hnmnMtlinil  flKMt  Schools  must  drefined  to  say  if  he  has  the 

th^Wd  nimifrrniu^iti^  teach  about  them.  The  truth  is.  hoover  that  pecessary  60  rotes,  according 


Abortion  bill  protecting  minors  face 
tough  uphill  climb  in  U.S.  Congress 


issage  but  sent  laws.  "Under  current 
nocrats  in  law,  minors  are  subject  to 
s  unlikely  the  exploitation  and  safety 
risks  that  often  come  from  an 
Baptist  overzealous  interstate  abor- 
i  Liberty  tion  industry,"  be  said  in  a 
LC)  iu  written  statement, 
endorsed  Reports  surface  periodical¬ 

ly  of  minors  traveling  from  or 
n  many  being  transported  from  states 
rses  must  with  parental  involvement 
1  consent  laws  to  neighboring  states 
an  aspi-  that  have  no  such  laws  in  or- 
<fer  to  undergo  abortions, 
lid  obtain  Abortion  clinics  is  states 

iyrFn  without  parental  consent  or 
L~m\re*1  notification  requirements 
,n  sometimes  advertise  their 
services  in  adjacent  states 
“ors  °*  that  have  such  laws. 

__  Studies  have  shown  men  18 

,  .  •  or  older  are  the  fathers  of  the 

rton  and  unborn  babies  of.  majority  of 
of  state  pregnant  minors.  The  men,  or 
'lit  laws  their  family  members,  some 
brought  times  talc  the  minors  across 
ircl^e  state  lines  to  obtain  abortions, 
o  Rubio  Supporters  of  the  propos- 
ini  nM  a  Is  to  tun  such  activities  ar- 

publicans  F*  that  these  men  have  an 
luced  the  incentive  to  keep  the  preg¬ 
nancy  hidden  by  means  of 
S  369  secret  abortions,  since  they 
1  in  the  are  vulnerable  to  statutory 
*r.  while  rape  charges. 

H.R.  732,  There  are  30  states  that 
ut  of  435  have  effective  parental  in¬ 
volvement  laws  that  are  not 
ess  must  being  blocked  by  courts,  ac- 
their  pa-  cording  to  the  National  Right 
and  con-  to  Life  Committee. 


Child  Interstate  Abortion  No¬ 
tification  Act  (ClANA)  would: 

■  Prohibit  the  traaaper- 
tation  of  a  minor  to  another 
state  for  an  abortion  to  avoid 
a  parental  involvement  law  in 
her  home  stale. 

■  Require  an  abortion  pro¬ 
vider  to  notify  parents  at  (cast 
24  hours  before  performing 
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WALTHALL 

COUNTY. 


BHIyOu- 


deecon  Aug. 
26,2012. 


dMCon  chair¬ 
man  James 
Sartin,  pastor 


TION.  She 
served  for 
17  years  and 
received  a 
monetary  gift 
and  a  plaque. 
She  is  shown 
with  her  hus- 
bend  Mack 
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STRONGHOPE  CHURCH,  W£ 

Dec.  12,  2012.  Shown  are  pastor 


BSOil.  ordained  Taytor  Quick 
Robin  Risher  and  Quick. 


ordained  Grag 
Shoemaker  to 


Fob.  17  Ha  haa  _ 

bean  caNad  to  HRIT  CHURCH.  EUPORA.  held  a  \foientlne%Tee  hosted 
pastor  Orange  by  the  Ruth  Sunday  School  Claas  in  honor  of  theTEL/Fideiis 
Grove  Church.  Matrons  Sunday  School  Claas.  Shown  are  Marie  Yates,  left. 
Moss  Point  andThetme  Sparkman. 

Shown  are  i  ~  -  a  *  j 


Childers,  and 
Heidi  Shoemak 
ar.  The  Shoe¬ 
makers  have 


m 


i 

, 


OF  FIRST  CHUR) 
and  served  by  the 


CHURCH,  PLANTERSVILLE,  enjoyed 


MACEDONIA  CHURCH.  UMON  COUNTY,  ordained  Cory 

a  Valentins  Dinner  where  —  -  **’*  "’’"'•’V  Fab.  18.  Ha  haa  bean  called  to  pastor 

s  Valentine  Dinner  where  they  Rotov*.  Church  Shown  we  Merwnn.  Lancaster.  Lancastsr 

•nd  pastor  Louie  VYMiame. 
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In  other  Church 


Suit  Project  brings  Mississippi  pastor,  wife  fall  circle 
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Do  Your  Part 


“Pray  to  the  Lord  or 

THE  HARVEST  TO  SEND  OUT 

workers  into  His  Harvest 


U.S.  pastor  standing  strong  under 
brutal  Iranian  prison  conditions 


22  at  SaveSaeed.org,  a  website 
aimed  at  rallying  international 
voices  to  secure  nis  release. 

“It  is  rare  that  he  is  able 
to  get  a  letter  like  this  to  the 
public,'  Sekulow  said  of  the 
pastor.  'He  has  no  voice.  Each 
of  its  must  be  his  voice.  Sign 
the  petition  for  his  freedom  at 
SaveSaeed.org.” 

More  than  80  members  of 
the  U.S.  Congress  signed  a 
Feb.  12  letter  urging  U.S.  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  John  Kerry  to 
'exhaust  every  possible  op¬ 
tion  to  secure  Mr.  Abedim's 
immediate  release.” 

The  congressional  letter 
states,  “Every  American  citi¬ 
zen  traveling  or  living  abroad 
should  have  the  assurance 
that  the  U.S.  government  will 
come  vigorously  to  his  or  her 
defense  if  they  are  unjustly  de¬ 
tained  or  imprisoned.” 

ACU  filed  a  document  the 
week  of  Feb.  10  with  the  U.N. 
Human  Rights  Council  calling 
on  Iran  to  immediately  release 
Abedini,  citing  Iran's  viola¬ 
tions  of  international  law  and 
human  rights  abuses. 

Writing  for  National  Re¬ 
view  Online  in  January,  Paul 
Marshall,  a  senior  fellow  at  the 
Hudson  Institute’s  Center  for 
Religious  Freedom,  said  Abe¬ 
dini s  case  is  “just  one  facet 
of  Iran’s  increasing  religious 
repression.”  He  reporter!  that 
at  least  20  other  Christians  are 
currently  detained  in  Iran  be¬ 
cause 


TEHRAN,  Iran  (BP)  -  Pastor 
Saeed  Abedini,  a  U.S.  citizen 
of  Iranian  descent,  has  re¬ 
leased  a  letter  from  within 
Iran’s  brutal  Evin  prison  in 
Tehran,  demonstrating  that 
his  faith  remains  strong  de¬ 
spite  abusive  tactics  from  Ira¬ 
nian  officials  aimed  at  getting 
him  to  renounce  Christ. 

They  are  trying  to  put  me 
under  such  horrific  pressures 
(that  are  sometimes  unbear¬ 
able)  so  that  they  can  show 
me  that  my  faith  is  empty  and 
not  real.  And  after  all  of  these 
pressures,  after  all  of  the  nails 
they  have  pressed  against  my 
hands  and  feet,  they  are  only 
waiting  for  one  thing...  for 
me  to  deny  Christ.  But  they 
will  never  get  this  from  me, 
he  wrote  in  the  letter  that  was 
translated  into  English. 

The  text  of  the  letter  was  cir¬ 
culated  Feb.  22  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Center  for  Law  and  Justice 
(ACU),  which  has  been  advo¬ 
cating  for  the  pastor’s  release. 
He  was  sentenced  in  January 
to  eight  years  in  prison  for 
starting  a  house  church  net¬ 
works  decade  ago. 

“This  new  letter  from  Pas¬ 
tor  Saeed  could  not  be  more 
clear  or  direct  —  he  continues 
to  face  life-threatening  abuse 
simply  because  of  his  religious 


OABZZBE  OB  LYB  AGNE  SGE  GM  DZNH 
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"They  are  trying  to 
put  me  under  such 
horrific  pressures  (that 
are  sometimes 
unbearable)  so 
that  they  can  show 
me  that  my  faith  is 
empty  and  not  real. 
And  after  all  of  these 
pressures,  after  all  of 
the  nails  they  have 
pressed  against  my 
hands  and  feet,  they 
are  only  waiting  for 
one  thing._  for  me  to 
deny  Christ.  But  they 
will  never  get  this 
from  me,” 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Mark  One:  Thirty-eight 

By  Charlss  Marx.  I9J2-20W.  O  2005 


said  Jordan  Sekulow, 


5th  Annual  Great 
Commission  Conference 

Time  trf Rrrirmi  and  Hmrtra! 
Saturday,  March  2"  St  Sunday,  March  3" 

Providence  Baptist  Church 

75  Providence  Road  ♦  Jayen,  MS  30641 

Call  (601)  833-3053  for  more  info 


ACU’s  executive  director. 

The  letter  also  underscores 
the  need  to  move  quickly.” 

Abedini,  32,  reported  that 
the  conditions  inside  the 
prison  are  so  difficult  that  his 
eyes  are  blurry  and  he  lacks 
strength  to  walk.  “Various 
(bullying)  groups,  the  psy¬ 
chological  warfare,  a  year  of 
not  seeing  my  family,  physical 
violence,  actions  committed 
to  humiliate  me,  insults,  be¬ 
ing  mocked,  being  confronted 
with  extremists  in  the  prison 
who  create  another  prison 
within  the  prison  walls,  and 
the  death  threats ...” 

As  a  Christian  pastor,  he  be¬ 
lieves  he  is  carefully  watched 
and  is  expected  to  smile  de¬ 
spite  the  harsh  treatment. 

“But,  of  course,  I  can  clearly 
see  what  is  going  on  and  be¬ 
cause  I  want  to  serve  God, 

I  see  all  of  these  difficulties 
as  golden  opportunities  and 
great  doors  to  serve. 

“There  are  empty  contain¬ 
ers  who  are  thirsty  for  a  taste 
of  the  Living  Water  and  we  can 
quench  their  thirst  by  giving 
them  Jesus  Christ." 

The  imprisoned  pastor  went 
on  to  encourage  fellow  Chris¬ 
tians,  reminiscent  of  Bible  yive 
letters  from  the  Apostle  Paul,  tiom 
“Maybe  you  are  also  in  such  “The 
a  situation,  so  pray  and  seek  we  < 
God  that  He  would  use  you  to  ra 
and  direct  you  in  the  pressures  and 
and  difficulties  of  your  lives."  his  f 

Naghmeh  Abedini,  the  pas-  M 
tor’s  wife,  is  living  in  the  Unit-  had: 


_ sir  faith. 

Pastor  Farshid  Fathi  has 
been  held  in  Evin  prison  since 
2010,  Marshall  said,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Behnam  Irani,  imprisoned 
since  2011,  is  being  denied 
medical  treatment  for  his  se¬ 
rious  health  problems.  Pastor 
Vruir  Avanessian,  Marshall 
said,  was  arrested  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  2012,  during  a  raid  on  a 
house  church. 

- , -  Iran  has  increased  its  perse- 

“Now  our  worst  fears  have  cution  of  Baha’is  recently  too, 
been  confirmed,’  she  said.  “He  Marshall  said.  The  fact  that 
continues  to  face  l’fe-threat-  Iran,  despite  current  pres- 
ening  abuse  at  the  hands  of  sures,  attacks  peaceful  and 
the  Iranian  officials  simply  usually  apolitical  minorities 
because  of  his  faith  in  Jesus,  shows  that  religious  ideology 
These  are  the  dreadful  condi-  remains  a  major  determinant 
tions  he  will  continue  to  face  of  its  actions,”  Marshall  wrote, 
as  he  serves  his  lengthy  prison  “it  also  shows  that  the  re¬ 
sentence  in  Iran.”  gime  is  weak.  Minorities  are 

Naghmeh  Abedini  said  her  growing  because  many  Mus- 
husband  “will  never  recant  Rms  reject  their  rulers’  version 

Win  fnith  in  T acne  "  Kill  cKa  IS  IcUm  ** 


ed  States  with  the  couple’s 
two  young  children  and  has 
kept  close  contact  with  the 
ACU.  Upon  receiving  the  let¬ 
ter,  she  told  the  advocacy  or¬ 
ganization  it  is  heart  wrench¬ 
ing  to  know  her  husband  is 
still  being  tortured  in  Iran, 
where  he  has  been  imprisoned 
since  September. 
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CD  or  IRA 
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L.D.  O'Mire 
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OPERATIONS 

coot,  from  p.  1 

Structures  in  the  southeast¬ 
ern  comer  of  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  at  the 
intersection  of  U.S.  Highway 
49  and  Hardy  Street,  suffered 
significant  damage.  Those 
structures  include  the  Old 
Fire  Station  and  the  Ogletree 
Alumni  House. 

Don  Gann  is  a  consultant 
in  the  MBCB  Men’s  Ministry 
Department  and  has  been 
on  the  scene  of  the  tornado 
since  shortly  after  it  touched 
down.  The  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  in  the  Hatties¬ 
burg  area  are  some  of  the  best 
organized  and  trained  units 
in  the  Task  Force.  They  have 
been  coordinating  with  us 
and  have  a  number  of  teams 
in  the  field  that  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  that  volunteer  to¬ 
tal,’  Gann  said. 

The  National  Weather  Ser¬ 
vice  has  classified  the  tornado 
as  an  EF-4  with  sustained 
winds  of  170  miles  per  hour  — 
only  one  step  below  some  of 
the  most  powerful  tornadoes 


DONATIONS 

ACCEPTED 

Checks  shook)  be  made 
payable  to  MBCB.  with 
‘Miss.  Disaster  Relief  not¬ 
ed  on  the  memo  line.  The 
address  to  mail  donations 
is  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board.  P.O.  Bax 
530.  Jackson.  MS  39205- 
0630.  OrvNne  donations 
can  be  made  at  http:// 
mbcb.oro/givino/. 


ever  recorded.  The  Enhanced 
Fujita  (EF)  Scale  is  a  stan¬ 
dardized  method  of  rating  the 
magnitude  of  tornadoes.  The 
scale  runs  from  EF-o  with 
winds  of  65-85  miles  per  hour, 
to  EF-5  with  winds  greater 
than  200  miles  per  hour. 

Didlake  said  the  Task  force 
is  now  moving  into  the  re¬ 
building  phase  of  its  response, 
with  follow-up  meetings 
scheduled  to  determine  long¬ 
term  needs.  ’Once  we  meet 
with  local  Mississippi  Baptist 
pastors  whose  churches  part¬ 
ner  with  the  Task  Force,  we 


will  know  what  those  long¬ 
term  needs  are.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  insurance  matters  and 
other  considerations  have  to 
be  resolved.’ 

An  announcement  will 
be  made  when  the  details 
of  the  rebuilding  phase  are 
worked  out  over  the  next 
several  weeks,  Didlake  said. 
Rebuilding  '  after  Hurri¬ 
cane  Katrina  and  other  di¬ 
sasters  involved  donations 
of  construction  materials, 
skilled  volunteers  from  the 
construction  industry,  and 
funding  for  the  projects. 

The  MBCB  is  accepting  fi¬ 
nancial  donations  to  assist  the 
victims  of  the  violent  weather. 
Checks  should  be  made  pay¬ 
able  to  MBCB,  with  ‘Miss. 
Disaster  Relief  noted  on  the 
memo  line.  The  address  to 
mail  donations  is  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  On-line  dona¬ 
tions  can  be  made  at  http:// 
mbcb.org/giving/ . 

’In-kind4  donations,  such 
as  food,  clothing,  or  equip¬ 
ment,  are  not  being  accepted 
at  this  time. 


CONTROVERSY 

coot,  from  p.  1 

belief  in  God  and  His  moral  pre¬ 
cepts  that  serve  as  the  basis  for 
our  Christian  faith.’ 

The  resolution  also  calls  on 
“business  and  corporate  lead¬ 
ers  who  believe  in  the  values  of 
sexual  purity,  human  morality, 
and  biblical  righteousness  to  ren¬ 
der  financial  support  for  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America.’ 

The  resolution  mentions  the 
Royal  Ambassadors,  die  Southern 
Baptist  missions  organization  for 
boys  in  grades  one  through  six. 

’[IJrrespective  of  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  National  Council  of 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  we 
continue  to  lift  up  and  commend 
Royal  Ambassadors  as  a  Chris¬ 
tian  values-based  organized  that, 
for  105  years,  has  taught  Chris¬ 
tian  values  to  boys  in  Southern 
Baptist  churches,  educating  at 
least  two  million  boys  in  biblical 
missionary  principles  and  win¬ 
ning  tens  of  thousands  to  faith  in 
Christ  through  chapter  meetings. 
Royal  Ambassador  camps,  and 
other  Royal  Ambassador  activi¬ 
ties,*  it  says. 


EVERYDAY  house  cleamnq  as 
NEEDED:  PET  PRKNOLY;  I'M  HIGHLY 
RECOMMENDED  MI-1146647. 


meat 


pies 


fruit 


pies 


pies 


cream 


AKIN 

coot,  from  p  2 

—  Jesus  loves  both  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  sinner  and  the  homo¬ 
sexual  sinner  and  promises 
free  forgiveness  and  complete 
deliverance  to  each  and  every¬ 
one  who  comes  to  Him. 

When  I  came  to  fully  trust 
Jesus  as  my  Lord  and  Savior  at 
the  age  of  20, 1  determined  that 
1  wanted  to  think  like  Jesus  and 
live  like  Jesus  for  the  rest  of 
my  life.  When  it  comes  to  sex,  I 
want  to  think  like  Jesus.  When 
it  comes  to  marriage  I  want  to 
think  like  Jesus.  That  means  I 
will  affirm  covenants!  hetero¬ 
sexual  marriage. 

It  also  means  loving  each 
and  every  person  regardless  of 
their  lifestyle  choices.  It  means, 
as  His  representative,  proclaim¬ 
ing  His  Gospel  and  extending 
the  transforming  grace  of  the 
Gospel  to  others  that  takes  us 
where  we  are,  but  wonderfully 
and  amazingly,  does  not  leave 
us  there. 

That  is  a  hope  and  a  promise 
that  followers  of  Jesus  gladly 
extend  to  everyone,  because 
we  have  been  recipients  of  that 
same  amazing  grace. 

Akin  is  president  of  South¬ 
eastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.  This  column  also 
u>as  posted  at  wunu.between- 
thetimes.com,  a  Southeastern 
Seminary  website,  and  ap- 
pea  rs  here  courtesy  of  Baptist 


Al  news  Rama  are  aubject  to  editing,  and  al  photographs 
are  Mfoject  to  crapping.  Photographs  must  dapict  people 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  objactonty  photographs  wM  be 
primed.  News  items  rnd/or  photographs  can  be  pubfeehed 
one  tana  only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outaide  organizations 
w*  net  be  pubfiahed.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  priorto  requested  publication  date./ 

Artidea  that  are  no*  date  sensitive  w*  ba  published  on  a 


Stfomit  news  and  photographs  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O. 
Bon  630.  Jacfcaon.  MS  392060630.  FAX:  (801)  292-3330 
E-mai  baptMtrauowfmbcb.org 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 


The  Bap  ht  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photognphs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 


Ne  s  submitted  for  publication  in  The  Baptist  Record 
must  i-e  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  neatly  primed  on  8  1/2 
by  Y|-ach  paper.  er(c)neetty  printed  on  standardized  forms 

Provk.  il  by  the  newspaper  Al  articles  must  be  recerved  in 
writfog;  no  .wtictes  vwi  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

Nhws  may  be  submitted  electronically  to  the  address 
below,  and  must  be  contained  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attc  itmems  win  be  accepted  Photograph  attachments  are 
pe^russJDie 


Pleeae  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what. 
w>ian,  where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  per¬ 
son's  address  and  telephone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  white.  Instant 
photos  and  digital  printouts  are  not  reproducible.  Digital 
photos  may  be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  fils  via  either 
email  CD  or  DVD.  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and 
weighted.  Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolu¬ 
tion  items  are  ganeraBy  not  publishable  Photographs  can 
not  be  returned  .  Phase  do  not  attach  photos  with  tape  or 
staphs. 
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Follow  Sound  Doctrine  •  I  Timothy  1:3-17 

TW  prophet  h*iah  CTirtcned  but  to  doubt  Cod’.  word.  u  , 


Tradition  or  God's  Word?  •  Matthew  15:1-1 1,  17-20 


command  of  God  for  the  sake  of  your  ais)  didn't  make  ooe  unclean.  Its  not 
tradition?'  (Matt.  15:  3  NIV).  Note  what  goes  into  the  month,  but  what 
the  Pharisees’  own  word  -  "tradition'  comes  out  (vs.  11).  It's  not  a  hands  is- 
-  which  Jesus  reiterated  in  His  query  sue,  but  one  hidden  deep  inside:  'For 
Referring  to  the  dear  commands  of  oat  of  the  heart  come  evil  thoughts 
Esodns  20:1a  and  21:17,  the  Lord  con-  murtW,  miuhery,  sexual  imZrab 
deianed  their  usmfr  reh^ious  cnstoaM  ity,  theft,  false  testimony,  slander,’ 
Q^  berwftt.  Theae  unlward-  He  Mid,  dedaring  that  such  inward 

“*  what  defile  (vs.  19-20). 

Cautioning  readers  of  his  With 
negate  their  responsibility  by  th,  Worf  m&rotioaMl  CommenUry. 

monetary  ,otllor  Warren  Wiersbe  states  that 
■  resources  outw*rd  rituals  can  be  given  as  much 


guidance.  Our  Lord  customs). 

1  he  knew  the  hearts  cause  a 
in  2:23-25),  occasion-  Jew  to  be 
be  technique  of  asking  cons  id¬ 
le  to  challenge  (John  ered  *un- 
ct  (Luke  6:41),  or  to  clean*. 
6:2«-33).  Matthew 

begins  a  five-week  Henry  (in 
1  Questions  Jesus  the  NIV 
i  we  grow  through  the  Matthew 
is  (and  answers),  our  Henry 
a  develop  by  examin-  Com  me  ti¬ 
ed  questions  the  Lord  tary)  fur- 
riptuie.  tber  ex- 


baa*  authority  as  God’s  Word  or  can  even 
ajag  replace  it:  “They  may  give  a  false  eon- 
I  that  fioence  that  what  you  do  on  the  out 
dedi  side  will  somehow  change  the  inside. 

(or  But  the  heart  must  be  changed,  and 
■aide)  externa)  rituals  cannot  do  that.  The 
od  or  heart  can  only  be  purified  by  faith* 
tern-  (Acts  15:9). 

Mark  So  what  should  we  take  away  from 
this  lesspn?  Let’s  consider  1  Samuel 
ifying  16:7:  "The  Lord  does  not  look  at  the 
Jesus  things  man  loots  at.  Man  looks  at  the 
•  Al-  outward  appearance,  but  the  Lord 
1  wltb  looks  at  the  heart.*  May  our  prayer 
."J"  be  that  of  David  in  Psalm  139:23-24: 
if™*  "Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my 
■j”'  heart;  test  me  and  know  my  anxious 
thoughts.  See  if  there  is  aay  offensive 
-"A.  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  ev- 


coa£ 


Page:  1%  Challenge  accepted 
by  about  15%  of  SBC  churches 


Tebow  pastor  defends  decision  to  cancel  speaking  date 
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